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Let  this  he  Heaven 

By  the  late  Harrison  R.  Merrill. 

GOD,  Let  this  be  heaven — 
I     do     not    ask    for    golden 
streets, 
Or  long-  for  jasper  walls. 
Nor  do  I  sigh  for  pearly  shores 

Where  twilight  never  falls; 
Just  leave  me  here  beside  these  peaks, 

In  this  rough  western  land, 
I  love  this  dear  old  world  of  Thine — 
Dear  God,   you  understand. 

0  God,  let  this  be  heaven — 

1  do  not  crave  white,  stainless  robes, 
I'll  keep  these  marked  by  toil; 

Instead  of  straight  and  narrow  walks, 

I  love  trails  soft  with  soil ; 
I  have  ben  healed  by  crystal  streams, 

By  these  from  snow-crowned  peaks 
Where  dawn  burns  incense  to  the  day 

And  paints  the  sky  in  streaks. 

Dear  God,   let  th's  be  heaven — 
I  do  not  ask  for  angel  wings — 

Just  leave  that  old  peak  there 
And  let  me  climb  'til  comes  the  night — 

I  want  no  golden  stair. 
Then   when    I   say  my  last  adieu 

And   nU  farewells  are  given,  % 

Just  leave  my  spirii   here  somewhere — 

O  God,  let  this  be  heaven. 


outJjern  Mti^tnqtv 
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THE   COVER: 

The  cover  picture  was  taken  from  the  banks  of  the  Umgeni  when  Elder  Merservy  was 
baptizing  a  new  member  into  tlie  church.  One  cannot  help  recognizing  that  this  truly 
is  the  mode   of  baptism   acceptable  to  the  Lord. 

INSIDE   COVER: 

The  poem  on  tJie  inside  cover  was  written  by  the  late  Harrison  R.  Merrill.  Tliis  man 
is  a  member  of  the  church  who  recently  passed  away.  He  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him  and  many  of  his  stories  and  poems  will  live  after  him.  This  is  one  of  his  favourite 
poems. 
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T  this  season  of  the  year  our 
thoughts  naturally  turn  to  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,  to  His 
birth,  His  life,  His  teachings  and  His 
loving  sacrifice.  And  into  our  hearts,  if 
they  are  open  to  receive  it,  will  come  the 
spirit  of  Christmas,  the  spirit  of  love,  un- 


By  Richard  R.   Lyman. 

President  Richard  R.  Lyman  who  returned  to 

Salt   Lake   after   having    spent   two   years    as 

tlie  President   of  the   European  Mission. 

selfishness  and  peace  which  is  truly  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  as  expressed  in  His 
mission  here  on  earth. 

The  story  of  His  birth  will  never  grow 
old.  Mankind  will  never  tire  of  hearing 
it  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  classic  words 
of  holy  writ. 

To  humble  shepherds  came  the  glad 
news  first  that  the  Saviour  had  been  born. 
The  sacred  record  says  : 

"  And  there  were  in  the  same  country 
shepherds   abiding   in   the   field,   keeping 


watch  over  their  flocks  by 
And  lo,  night.     And,  lo,  the  angel  of 

the  Angel  the  Lord  came  upon  them, 
of  the  and    the    glory    of    the    Lord 

Lord.  shone     round     about     them  : 

And   they  were   sore   afraid.  And   the 

angel  said  unto  them  : 

"  Fear  not:  For,  behold,  I  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be 
to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be 
a  sign  unto  you  :  Ye  shall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a 
manger. 

"  And  suddenly  there  was  with  the 
angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hosts 
praising  God,  and  saying, 

"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  goodwill  toward  men." 
(Luke  2    :  8-14.) 

These  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  which 
came  first  to  the  humble  herders  of  their 
flocks  were  to  spread  and  are  still  to 
spread  to  all  people  everywhere.  The 
scene  was  a  most  remarkable  one.  An 
angel  of  the  Lord  appearing  with  a  multi- 
tude of  the  heavenly  host  singing  that 
song,  complete  and  glorious,  the  song 
needed  then,  the  song  needed  now, 
"  Peace  on  earth  "  ! 

Thus  with  great  glory  and  yet  in 
matchless  humility  began  the  life  on  earth 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

At  the  age  of  12  Jesus,  like  most  other 
boys,  looked  forward  confidently  for  in 
His  soul  was  then  awakened  a  desire  and 
an  ambition  to  associate  with  men. 

At  that  age  he  tarried  behind  in  Jerusa- 
lem. When  Joseph  and  His  mother  had 
missed  him  for  a  period  of  three  days,  they 
found  Him  in  the  temple.  He  was  sit- 
ting in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both 
hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions. 
And  all  that  heard  Him  were  astonished 
at  His  understanding  and  answers." 

His   mother  said  unto   Him, 

"  Son,  why  hast  thou  thus  dealt  with 
us?  behold,  thy  father  and  I  have  sought 
thee  sorrowing." 
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And  He  said  unto  them, 

"  How  is  it  that  ye  sought  me?  wist 
ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my  father's 
business?  "     (Luke  2    :  41-49.) 

The  ministry  proper  of  the  Master  be- 
gan with  His  baptism.  In  His  sermon 
on  the  mount  and  in  His  other  teachings 
Jesus  estabhshed  a  way  of  Hfe  which  will 
bring  all  the  children  of  men  to  perfec- 
tion— if  they  will  but  live  it. 

In  His  teachings  He  went  to  the  very 
depth  of  spirituality  and  explained  to  His 
disciples  the  basic  qualities  of  joy,  perfect 
way  of  life,  character  and 
Perfect  way  moral  power.  He  pointed 
of  life.  out  those  sterling  qualities 

that  must  mark  individuals 
who  live  in  brotherly  love,  enjoy  the 
greatest  satisfaction  of  happiness  and 
wield  the  most  powerful  influence  for 
good. 

Note  the  virility,  the  strength  and  the 
beauty  in  the  following  which  are  a  few 
of  His  teachings  and  sayings: — 

"  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  }()u; 

Seek,  and  ye  shall  find  ; 

Knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you  ; 

"  For  exeryone  that  asketh  receiveth  ; 

And  he  that  seeketh  findeth  : 

And  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be 
opened." 

"  Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them 
not,  to  come  unto  Me  :  For  of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the    Gospel    unto    every    creature.  He 

that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be 
saved." 

"  Not  e\eryone  that  saith  unto  me, 
'  Lord,  Lord,'  shall  enter  into  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven ;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will 
of  my  Father  which  is  in  Heaven." 

"  But  seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  and  His  righteousness ;  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

"  If  thou  wilt  be  perefect,  go  and  sell 
that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
thou  shalt  have  treasures  in  Heaven  :  and 
come  and  follow  Me." 

His  teachings  and  methods  involve  no 
compulsion.  His   plan   is  one   of  love, 

persuasion,    self   choice   and   free   agency. 

Truly,  His  Gospel  and  message  have 
been   perverted,    and,    in   accordance   with 


ancient  prophecy,  have  been  taken  away 
from  the  earth. 

But  all  of  His  Gospel  truths 
"It  shall  in  their  fulness  and  authority 
stand  for  have  been  restored  in  these  last 
ever."  days  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  The  appearance 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  establishment  of  that  King- 
dom which  Daniel  said  that  the  God  of 
Heaven  Himself  would  set  up  in  these  last 
days,  a  kingdom  that  is  never  to  be 
destroyed,  that  is  not  to  be  given  to  other 
people  "  antl  it  shall  stand  forever." 
(Dan.  '2  :  44.)  Here,  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  it  is 
established  firmly  and  forever. 

When  John,  who  was  in  prison,  heard 
reports  concerning  the  works  of  Christ  he 
sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  ask,  "  Art 
thou  he  that  should  come  or  do  we  look 
for   another?  ' ' 

Jesus  answeied  iind  said  unto  them  : 
(io  and  show  John  again  those  things 
which  yv  do  hear  and  see  :  The  blind  re- 
cei\e  their  sight,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers 
are  cleansed  and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead 
are  raised  up  and  the  poor  have  the 
Gospel  preached  to  them."  (Matt.  11  : 
1-5.) 

But  the  most  glorious  and  the  sublimest 
moment  in  this  one  and  only  perfect  life 
known  to  man  was  not  when 
Sublimest  the  Saviour  healed  the  sick. 
Moment  of  not  when  He  made  the  deaf 
Saviour's  to  hear,  nor  the  blind  to  see. 
Life.  nor    the    lame    to    walk,    no 

nor  even  when  He  raised  the 
dead.  The  sublimest  moment  in  His  mar- 
vellous life  came  when  He  uttered  His 
most  earnest  prayer,  that  appeal  which 
He  made  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane. 
Was  that  prayer  answered?  It  was  not! 
Then  came  the  sublimest  moment  when 
He  said:  "  Father,  all  things  are  possible 
unto  Thee  ;  take  away  this  cup  from  me  : 
nevertheless  not  what  I  will,  but  what 
Thou  wilt."      (Mark  14    :  36.) 

Those  who  claim  membership  in  His 
Church,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
ought,  not  only  at  this  Christmas  time, 
but  always,  to  dedicate  themselves  to 
living  the  Gospel  as  He  taught  it  and 
(Contmued  on  page  170.) 
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Reflections    on    the    Growth    of    the    Church 
in  T^ietermaritzburg 

By  Dean  A.   Ellsworth. 

An   iiccount  of  the   rise   of  the   Church   in   one  of  the  cities  (jf  South  Africa. 


■WO-AND-A-HALF  years  ago, 
Elders  Lincohi  W.  Kener  and 
Frank  W.  Duncan,  two  humble 
but  determined  missionaries,  set  up  head- 
quarters in  Pietermaritzburg  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  that  city. 
Inside  a  few  months,  they  had  gathered 
around  themselves  a  score  or  more  of 
friends  who  were  willing^  to  help  them  in 
spreading  the  news  of  the  Gospel  to 
others.  They   held   demonstrated   lec- 

tures in  many  homes  and  dispelled  the 
numerous  false  impressions  that  most 
people  have  of  the  members  of  the  church. 
By  their  friendly  attitude  and  eagerness 
to  talk  with  people  and  meet  with  them  in 
their  homes,  they  met  many  people  and 
left  a  profound  impression  that  has  en- 
dured throughout  the  times  that  have 
passed  since  their  departure,  and  which 
will  remain  for  many  years.  Most  of 

the  barriers  of  hostility  and  prejudice  had 
been  torn  down  so  that  the  missionaries 
who  followed  were  able,  within  a  short 
time,  to  open  up  a  meeting  place  and 
conduct  regular  Sunday  services. 

The  First  Meeting  Held. 

The  first  Sunday  night  service  was  held 
under  the  direction  of  Elder  Omer  J. 
Smith  at  the  Good  Templars  Hall,  Long- 
market  Street,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1937. 
The  total  attendance  that  evening  was 
twelve.  Elders  Ralph  W.  Millburn, 
Omer  J.  Smith  and  Dean  A.  EUswortli 
were  the  speakers.  During  the  evening- 
Elders  Dean  A.  Ellsworth  sang  a  vocal 
solo  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Blanche 
McLaren. 

The  First  Baptism. 

The  first  fruits  of  missionary  labour 
were  realized  when  on  Sunday,  13th  June, 
1937,  Sister  Hannah  McCathie,  then  59 
years  of  age,  \\as  leil  down  into  the  water 
and  baptized  by  Elder  Dean  A.  Ells- 
worth. The  day  that  had  been  appointed 
was  drear  and  cold.  According  to  the 


Natal    U'ifncss,   a  local  newspaper,   dated 
Monday,   14tli  June, 

Intermittent  drizzles  in  Maritz- 
burg  on  Sunday  morning  were  followed 
in  the  afternoon  by  a  fairly  heav\' 
shower.  An   overcast    sky   gave   the 

city  a  chill  and  bleak  day." 
Rain  was  pouring  into  the  open  pool 
when  Sister  McCathie  was  led  down  into 
the  clear,  cold  water  and  baptized,  thus 
being  the  first  in  Pietermaritzburg  to  ful- 
fil that  requirement  of  the  Gospel.  After 
she  had  come  out  of  the  water  and 
changed  her  clothing,  hands  were  laid 
upon  her  head  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  bestowed  upon  her. 

Baptisms  in  the  Umgeni  River. 

Four  months  later,  on  19th  September, 
another  group   gathered   at   Baynes   Drift 

where  beautiful  weeping  willows  droop 
into  the  pensive  waters  of  the  rolling 
Umgeni,"  and  witnessed  the  baptisms  of 
four  converts  to  the  Church.  Brother  S. 
H.  Dinkleman,  Florrie  Wells  Dinkleman, 
Elsie  Nielsen  and  Blanche  McLaren  were 
baptized  by  Ekler  Joseph  R.  Meservy. 
21st  November,  he  baptized  Nicholaas 
Benjamin  Barnard  and  on  the  5th  of 
December,  three  more,  Doreen  Phyllis 
Cunliffe,  Ronald  James  McLaren,  and 
Sidney  H.  Dinkleman  Jr.  were  baptized 
by  Elder  Meservy  and  became  members 
of  the  Church.  A  week  later,  Florence 
vSmallie,  Christian  Johannes  Barnard  and 
Adam  Benjamin  Barnard  were  baptized. 
The  cover  picture  of  this  month's 
Southern  Messenger  was  taken  on  this 
date  at  the  place  where  several  were 
b;iptized  into  the  Church,  and  shows 
Elder  Meser\y  baptizing  a  new  member. 

The  17th  of  April,  1938,  Elder  Grant 
B.  Hodgson  left  for  a  trip  to  Mool  River 
where  he  baptized  Johanna  Elizabeth 
Kukard,  Thelma  Raath  and  Jacoba 
Johanna  Kukard.  On  the  24th  of  April, 
I^lder  Joseph  R.  Meservy  baptized 
Anthony  Matthew  Roberts. 

(Continued  on  page  174.) 
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®i)e  Spirit  of  Cfjristmas! 


By  Richard  E.   Folland. 


'OR  the  past  two  thousand  years, 
practically  all  Christian  countries 
have  held  sacred  the  birthday  of  the  little 
child  for  whom  "  there  was  no  room — in  the 
inn."  The  chief  interest  in  the  celebration 
of  this  occasion  grows  out  of  the  fact  that 
even  though  there  is  disputations  as  to  the 
exact  date  of  His  birth,  it  commemorates 
Hiis  birth  in  Bethlehem  and  is  in  remem- 
brance of  His  teachings  and  example.  These 
teachings  and  example  have  elevated  the 
thinking  and  living  of  untold  millions. 

The  true  spirit  of  Christmas  is  in  reality 
the  ispirit  of   Christ.  We    should   emulate 

Him  and  His  teachings. 

"  CJlory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  goodwill  toward  men,'  was  the  song 
that  the  angels  sang.  How  badly  does  the 
world  need  this  same  isong  at  this  time.  We 
are  indeed  grateful  that  we  have  been  spared 


tiie  terrible  ordeal  of  another  war.  We  can 
give,  thanks  to  Him  that  we  are  living  in  a 
lantl  where  peace  and  goodwill  reigns.  Let 
us  do  our  part  in  the  promotion  of  this  feel- 
ing and  attitude.  There  is  an  old  saying 
that  "  charity  begins  a';>  home."  This  is 
particularly  true  of  that  sweet  Christmas 
spirit.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
some  of  us  have  permitted  the  commerciali- 
zation of  this  holiday  time  to  spoil  our  en- 
joyment of  it.  This  is  net  necessary  a'S 
those  gifts  that  are  most  appreciated  are 
usually  the  ones  that  cost  us  little  or  nothing 
at  all.  The  true-  spirit  of  Christmats  is  to 
think  of  the  joy  and  satisfaction  we  can  give 
to  others  rather  than  think  of  the  gifts  some- 
one is  to  give  us.  We  can  think  of  the  gifts 
of  the  heart  and  spirit  rather  than  those  of 
silver  and  gold.  We  can  think  of  the  teach- 
ings of  Him  in  whose  honour  we  hold  the 
dav  in  memorv. 


82    Years    Young 


/C^j")E  in  South  Africa  join  with  the 
*-^^  hundreds  of  thousands  of  other 
Church  members  and  friends  in  wishing  our 
most  honoured  President,  Heber  J.  Grant,  a 
very  happy  birthday  and  many  pleasant  re- 
turns of  the  day. 

President  Heber  J.  Grant  wais  82  years  old. 
or  young  as  we  should  say,  on  the  22nd  of 
November,  1938.  He  has  presided  over  the 
Church  for  the  past  20  years.  He  has  been 
active  in  Church  activities  ever  since  his 
childhood. 


In  my  humble  opinion  President  Grant  is 
a  living  testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Gospel,  and  of  the  effectiveness  of  its  teach- 
ings. For  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers 
who  Ir.ive  not  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
him  personally,  we  wish  to  say  that  Presi- 
dent Grant  l)e]ies  h.s  years,  a.s  he  is  most 
active  and  alert — hv  can  and  does  more  work- 
in  his  office  now  than  many  men  of  half  his 
years. 

May  (J(kI  grant  that  our  beloved  President 
may  continue  to  preside  over  this  noble  work 
Inr    uianv    nioi'e  ve:ii'is. 
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The    Church    troves    On ! 


The  Primaries  of  Woodstock  "  Busy 
Bees  "  and  Cumorah  boys  and  girls, 
under  the  energetic  leadership  of  Sister 
Johanna  Fourie,  produced  an  outstanding 
pageant  at  "  Cumorah  "  on  the  night  of 
19th  October.  Over  40'  children  partici- 
pated in  this  event,  "  The  Strange 
Visitors." 


The  St.  George's  Temple,  which  for 
the  past  year  has  been  undergoing  an  ex- 
tensive renovation  was  recently  re-opened 
by  Elder  George  F.  Richards,  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

With  "  Shall  the  Sons  of  Helaman 
March  again?  "  as  their  motto,  a  church - 


The  Boy  Scout  Movement  is  taking  a 
firm  hold  in  the  "  Ramah  "  (Johannes- 
burg) Branch  under  the  able  leadership  of 
a  committee  consisting  of  Evan  P. 
Wright,  O.  Layton  Alldredge  and  Dave 
Wanberg. 

Cottage  Meetings  are  now  being  held 
at  Benoni,  Transvaal,  twice  each  month. 
Meetings  are  also  being  held  at  Pretoria 
under  the  leadership  of  Louis  Duncan. 
Both  of  these  branches  have  until  recently 
been  closed  down. 

9,785  men  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Priesthood  session  of  October  Conference 
of  the  Church  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
conference  was  held  in  the  historic 
Tabernacle  on  the  Temple  Block. 

The  Church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has 

been  recently  divided  into  three  branches 
under  the  direction  of  President  Frank 
Evans,  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission, 
and  now  includes  the  Washington 
Brani-h,  the  Arlington  Branch,  and  the 
Che\'y  Chase  Branch.  At  the  same  time 
a  new  district,  the  Capitol  District  was 
created. 


wide  youth  campaign  designed  to 
mobolize  youth  leadership  and  to  inspire 
an  effort  to  bring  every  Latter-day  Saint 
youth  into  active  church  service,  was 
launched  early  in  September  and  has  been 
carried  to  many  of  the  Stakes  and  Wards 
by  a  "  Cavalcade  of  Youth  "  including 
Elders  George  Albert  Smith  and  Melvin 
J.  Ballard,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
all  the  presiding  Bishopric,  and  the 
General  Superintendency         of         the 

Y.M.M.I.A.,  and  Oscar  A.  Kirkham, 
world-known  Boy  Scout  leader,  and  John 
D.  Giles,  This  is  an  out-growth  of  the 
encouraging  results  of  the  visits  of  "  The 
Flying  Squadron  "  of  Scouting,  which 
visited  most  of  the  Church  late  in  1937. 

"  The  Cavalcade  of  Youth  "  held  its 
first  general  mass  meeting  of  youth 
leaders  in  Salt  Lake  City  during  the  first 
week   in   September. 

Mobilization  of  the  entire  youth  leader- 
ship of  the  Church  in  a  mighty  effort  to 
reach  out  and  help  young  men  not  now 
active  in  the  Church  and  to  strengthen 
and  safeguard  those  who  are  is  the  call 
of  the  hour.  Every  possible  boy  and 

young  man  is  to  be  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  Church. 
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I  owe  all  my  success 
in  life  to  having  been 
always  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  beforehand. 

Lord  Nelson. 


T>uck  means  the  hard- 
ships and  privations 
M'hicli  you  have  lot 
hesitated  to  endure  ;  the 
long  ]iights  you  have- 
devoted  tO'  work.  Luck 
meanis  the  appointments 
you  have  never  failed  to 
keep;  tlie  ti-ains  you 
have  never  failed  to 
catch. 

Max   O'Reli. 


Let  every  man  count,  himself  im- 
mortal. Let  him  catch  the  revela- 
tion of  Jesus  in  His  resurrection. 
Let  him  say  not  mei'ely,  "  Christ  is 
risen,"  but  "  I  shall  rise."  Not 
merely,  "  He  miderneath  all  death 
and  change  was  unchangeable," 
but,  "  In  me  there  is  something 
that  no  stain  of  earth  can  tarnish 
and  no  stroke  of  the  world  can 
bnn'se.  T,  too,  am  a  part  of  God 
and  have  (Jod's  immortality  in  me." 
Then   nobility  must  come. 

Phillips  Brooks. 


No  man  will  ever  be 
a  big  executive  who 
feels  that  he  must, 
either  openly  or  under 
cover,  follow  up  every 
order  he  gives  and  see 
that  it  is  done — nor  v  ill 
he  ever  develop  a 
capable  assistant. 

John  Lee  Malum. 


War  never  makes  any 
one  better  but  it  some- 
times kills  off  the  finest 
of  the  men  who  partici- 
pate. 


Don't   part   with  yonr 
illusions.  When  they 

are  gone  you  may  still 
exist,  but  you  have 
ceased  to  live. 

Mark  Twain. 


No  man  is  worth  his 
salt  who  is  not  ready  at 
all  times  to  risk  his 
body,  to  risk  his  well- 
being,  to  riisk  his  life, 
in  a  great  cause. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 


Had  we  lived,  T 
should  have  a  tale  to 
tell  of  the  hardihood, 
the  endurance  and  the 
courage  of  my  com- 
panions whicli  would 
have  stirred  the  hearts 
of  every  Englishman. 
These  rough  notes  and 
our  dead  bodies  miist 
lell  the  story. — Captain 
Robert  F.  Scott. 


For  behold,  thus  csaitli  the  Lord 
God:  "  I  will  give  unto  the  children 
of  men  line  upon  line,  precept  upon 
precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a 
little  and  blessed  are  those  who 
hearken  unto  my  precepts,  and  lend 
an  ear  unto  my  counsel,  for  they 
shall  learn  wisdom ;  for  unto  him 
that  receiveth  I  will  give  more  ;  and 
from  them  that  shall  say,  "We 
have  enough,"  from  them  shall  be 
taken  away  even  that  which  they 
have."       II  Nephi  28    :  30. 


We  are  all  blind  until  we  see  in 
the  human  jjlan,  nothing  is  worth 
the  making  if  it  does  not  make  the 
man.  Why     build      these     cities 

glorious  if  man  unbuilded  goes  .^  In 
vain  we  build  the  world  unless  the 
builder   also   grows. 

Markka  m. 


'I'hcre  is  ();ily  ono  way 
to  get  ready  for  im- 
mortality, and  that  is 
to  love  this  life  and  live 
it  as  bravely  and  faith- 
fully, and  cheerfully  as 
we  can. 

Henry  van  Dyke. 


Half  the  joy  of  life  is 
in  little  things  taken  on 
the   run.  Let  us  run 

if  we  must — even  the 
sands  do  that — but  let 
US  keep  our  hearts 
young  and  our  eyes  open 
that  nothing  worth  '.^ur 
while  shall  escape  us. 
And  everything  is  worth 
its  while  if  Ave  only 
grasp  it  and  its  signifi- 
cance. 

Victor  Cherbnliez. 
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BACKBITIKC. 

6-^™^  HAT  is  Backbiliny  ?  One 
It  ^  J  PL^"'son  said  to  me:  "  As 
^-"^^  long  as  I  speak  the  truth 
about  a  person,  no  matter  how  I  say  it 
or  what  1  say,  it  is  not  backbiting."  But 
which  is  better,  to  pick  out  a  person's 
faults,  or  to  find  his  good  points  and 
speak  of  them  instead? 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  writ- 
ings of  Joseph  F.   Smith  : — 

"  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  the  gospel  than  to 
suppose  that  we  are  always  justified  in 
speaking  the  truth  about  a  person,  how- 
ever harmful  the  truth  to  him  may  be. 
The  gospel  teaches  us  the  fundamental 
principle  of  repentance,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  discredit  a  man  in  the  estimation 
of  his  fellowmen  when  he  has  truly 
repented  and  God  has  forgiven  him.  We 
are  constantly  beset  by  temptation,  and 
often  say  and  do  things  of  which  we  im- 
mediately repent,  and  no  doubt,  if  our 
repentance  is  genuine,  it  is  always  accept- 
able to  our  heavenly  Father.  After  He 
has  accepted  the  contrition  of  the  human 
heart  and  forgiven  men  their  trespasses, 
it  is  dangerous  for  us  to  hold  up  their 
evil  deeds  for  the  contempt  of  the  world. 
As  a  rule,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be 
constantly  offering  advice  to  those  who 
in  our  judgment  are  possessed  of  some 
fault.  In  the  first  place,  our  judgments 
may  be  in  error;  and  in  the  second  place, 
we  may  be  dealing  with  a  man  who  is 
strongly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  re- 
pentance, and  who,  conscious  of  his 
weakness,  is  constantly  struggling  to 
overcome  ii.  The  utmost  care,  there- 
fore, should  be  observed  in  all  our 
language  that  implies  a  reproach  of 
others.  The  question  of  backbiting, 
therefore,  is  probably  best  determined  by 
the  ancient  rule  that,  "  ihe  letter  killetli 
but  the  spirit  givcth  life." 

Therefore  let  us  find  out  each  other's 
good  points  and  then  if  we  wish  to  make 
comments,  let  us  herald  the  good  and  tell 
as  man}'  people  as  we  wish,  how  good 
our   friends   and    neighbours    are.        Then 


we  will  be  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
the    Master. 

Elder  Dean  A.    Ellsworth. 
□  □  

TlTmNC. 

Test  of  Loyalty. 

By  this  principle  (tithing)  the  loyalty  of 
the  people  of  this  Church  shall  be  put  to 
the   test.  By   this  principle  it   shall  be 

known  who  is  for  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  who  is  against  it.  By  this  principle 
it  shall  be  seen  whose  hearts  are  set  on 
doing  the  will  of  God  and  keeping  His 
commandments,  thereby  sanctifying  the 
land  of  Zion  unto  God,  and  who  are 
opposed  tO'  this  principle  and  have  cut 
themselves  off  from  the  blessing  of  Zion. 

President  Joseph  F.   Smith. 

Real  Prosperity. 

Prosperity  comes  to  those  who  observe 
the  law  of  tithing;  and  when  I  say  pros- 
perity I  am  not  thinking  of  it  in  terms  ci 
pounds  and  shillings  alone,  although  as 
a  rule  the  Latter-day  Saints  who  are  best 
tithepayers  are  the  most  prosperous  men 
financially ;  but  what  I  count  as  real 
prosperity,  as  the  one  thing  of  all  others 
that  is  of  great  value  to  every  man  and 
woman  living,  is  the  growth  in  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  in  a  testimony, 
and  in  the  power  to  live  the  Gospel  and 
to  inspire  our  families  to  do  the  same. 

President  Heber  J.  Grant. 

Christmas    Thoughts. — Continued    from    page 
165. 

as  He  practised  it,  remembering  that  an 
important  element  of  it  is  to  actually  say 
and  feel,  even  under  the  most  trying  con- 
ditions, "  Thy  will,  not  mine,  be  done!  " 
If  the  members  of  the  Churcli  can  ami 
will  do  this  there  will  come  into  their 
hearts  the  spirit  of  love,  unselfishness  and 
peace  which  is  trulv  the  spirit  of  Him 
whose  birth  we  commemorate  at  this 
sacred  and  holv  season. 

RICHARD    R.    LYMAN. 
AMY  BROWN  LYMAN. 


Decern  Iter,   1938. 


ClTMOtlAH'S   SOUTHERN   MESSENGER. 


171 


baptism — Reconciliation  with  Qod 


By   Elder   Lester   M.    Nordberg. 


'HE  late  Jane  Adams,  of  Hull 
House  fame,  was  guilty  one 
day  as  a  little  girl,  ot  telling  an 
untruth  to  her  father.  That  night  she 
lay  awake  in  bed,  her  guilty  conscience 
driving'  all  sleep  from  her  eyes.  As  the 
wee  hours  of  morning  approached  her 
distress  became  unbearable,  so  crawling- 
from  her  bed  she  made  her  way  to  her 
father's  room.  Standing  beside  his  bed 
she  awoke  him  to  tell  of  her  wrong -doing. 
The  little  girl  and  her  father  became  far 
more  closely  bound  together  because  the 
daughter  showed  her  sorrow  for  her  sin. 

There  is  something  in  each  human 
heart  that  makes  it  needful  that  the 
sorrow  for  sin  be  expressed  in  some  way. 
When  we  have  injured  someone  we  love 
and  afterward  regret  it  there  is  a  very 
strong  urge  within  us  to  express  our 
sorrow  in  some  act.  Perhaps  it  is  with  a 
word,  a  handshake  or  a  kiss.  Some- 
times it  is  with  a  present. 

If  we  do  not  show  our  sorrow  in  some 
way  how  can  the  one  we  have  injured 
know  of  our  repentance?  We  may  desire 
forgiveness  with  all  our  heart,  but  if  the 
one  against  whom  we  have  sinned  does 
not  know  how  we  feel  he  cannot  forgive 
us.  It  is  equally  true  that  no  matter 
how  strongly  the  injured  may  desire  to 
forgive,  the  sinner  will  not  be  aware  of 
it  if  it  is  not  expressed  in  some  act. 

Two  boys  quarrelled  while  they  were 
fishing.  I-^or  weeks  the^'  did  not  speak, 
each  going  his  separate  way  miserable, 
unhappy.  One  night  after  a  Boy  Scout 
meeting  one  lad  c:'.me  up  to  his  friend, 
held  out  his  hand,  saying:  "  Ray,  I'm 
very  sorry;  can't  we  be  friends  again?  " 
F"or  hfty  years  since  that  dav  these  two 
have  been  bound  together  as  with  iron 
bands. 

What  was  true  with  tliese  two  boys  is 
true  of  God  and  e;ich  of  His  children. 
Sin  separates  them  as  it  did  these  two 
chums.  Only  when  each  child  of  God 
humbly  comes  to  the  Father  and  ex- 
presses by   some   sign  his   sorrow   is  that 


barrier  which   holds   him   away   from   God 
removed. 

In  the  world  there  are  recognized  ways 
of  expressing  thougiits  and  feelings.  We 
stand  when  the  National  Anthem  is  sung 
to  show  our  respect  for  our  nation.  We 
salute  the  flag  or  stand  bareheaded  as  it 
passes.  A  man  lifts  his  hat  to  show  his 
respect  for  a  lady.  He  shakes  hands  to 
show  friendship.  He  shouts  a  glad 
"  Good  Morning  "  to  let  all  know  of  his 
goodwill.  He  kisses  to  show  his  love. 
He  places  a  ring  on  his  wife's  finger  to 
symbolize  that  they  are  now  bound 
together. 

Each  of  these  ways  of  expressing  feel- 
ings has  been  accepted  because  each  so 
well  expresses  that  feeling.  The  hand- 
clasp or  the  kiss  is  the  best  way  of  ex- 
pressing love  and  affection.  As  there  is 
a  conventional  way  of  showings  love  so 
there  is  a  set  way,  a  given  form  in  which 
we  show  God  that  we  are  repented  of  the 
many  times  we  have  broken  His  com- 
mandments. The  way  is  baptism  by 
water. 

It  is  a  very  fitting  way  of  showing  how 
we  feel  and  how  God  feels.  First,   it 

shows  that  we  have  humbled  ourselves, 
that  we  are  truly  sorry  and  desire  for- 
giveness. The  proud  like  Naaman,  the 
Syrian,  do  not  like  to  submit  to  such  a 
simple,  and  sometimes  inconvenient, 
thing  as  being  immersed. 

Then  again,  baptism  when  performed 
as  Jesus  commanded,  is  a  form  of  burial. 
The  repentent  sinner  in  asking  forgive- 
ness of  God  promises  to  leave  behind  all 
his   past    weaknesses   and   sins.  So   in 

baptism  he  symbolizes  the  burial  of  that 
part  of  him  which  is  bad,  coming  out  of 
the  water  as  a  new  being,  like  a  seed  that 
sends  from  the  ground  the  new  plant. 

The  use  of  water  in  baptism  very  well 
represents  the  cleansing  from  sins,  the 
washing  .'!Wa\'  of  that  which  is  filthy  and 
unclean.  It       shows      that      God      has 

promised    tliat   the   sins   of   the   repentant 
one  will  be  forgiven,  never  to  be  recalled. 
(Continued  on   page   174.) 
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Six  Years  of  'Primary  Work  in  South  Jlfrica  : 

1 932-38 

By  Johanna  Fourie,  who  has  gained  Church-wide  recognition  for  her  excellent  service  as 

a   Primary   Leader. 


NE  of  the  greatest  conditions 
of  enjoying  life  is  to  have 
something-  to  do ;  to  labour 
tor  it  with  an  ardour  borderine^  on 
enthusiasm. 

After  six  years  of  Primary  Work,  I  feel 
the  work  but  just  begun.  Through  the 
years  to  come  its  onward  course  must 
extend. 


is  Sweet."  In  order  to  serve  others  we 
started  raising  funds  by  instituting  a 
"  Penny  a  Week  "  donation.  The  ;£10 
that  the  "  Busy  Bees  "  paid  into  the 
Relief  Society  fund  in  the  following  2^ 
years  had  its  origin  in  the  pennies  so 
sweetly  given  by  loving  children.  Little 
acts  of  kindness  are  the  elements  of  true 
greatness.  Little       things       in       vouth 


CONCERT—"  STRANGE  VISITORS." 

Produced  19th  October  at  "  Cumorah." 


Laying  the  Foundation. 

Under  the  energetic  persuasion  of 
Mission  President  John  Mack  Dalton,  I 
took  the  courage  to  become  the  instru- 
ment in  the  hand  of  the  Master  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  South  African  Mission 
Primaries.  On   I8th  of  August,    1932, 

after  having  prayed  earnestly  to  the  Lord, 
we  held  the  first  Primary  meeting  at  my 
home  in  the  presence  of  Elders  Evan 
Wright  and  Harold  Smith.  I  was  not 
yet  a  member  of  the  church  and  only  one 
of  the  seven  children  in  attendance  was 
a  member. 

The  "  Busy  Bees  "  save  £10. 

W^e  drew  up  our  programme  for  the 
month,  and  called  ourselves  "  The  Busy 
Bees  "  and  took  for  our  motto  :  "  Service 


accumulate  to  character  in  old  age;  to 
destiny  in  eternity.  With  our  pennies 
we  supplied  goods  which  we  sold  at  the 
monthly  food  sales  at  the  Relief  Society. 
For  three  successive  years  we  had  a  stall 
at  the  Relief  Society  Bazaar,  in  addition 
to  a  "  Duck  Pond  "  in  1933  which  raised 
£1  16s.  The  money  was  used  to  buy 
"  Christmas  Cheerio  "  parcels  for  several 
members  of  the  Church. 

Opposition  is  a  help. 

At  the  close  of  the  Primary  year, 
November,  1932,  we  had  an  enrolment  of 
18  members  but  upon  re-opening  on  the 
2nd  February,  1933,  we  had  only  four 
of  the  18  members  present.  Opposition 
is  what  we  need  and  difficulties  are  God's 
errands,    as    proof    of    God's    confidence. 
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That  afternoon  we  humbly  bent  our  knees 
in  prayer  and  each  sent  his  petition  to  our 
kind  Heavenly  Father. 

The  following  week  we  had  six  mem- 
bers and  the  next  week  we  had  eleven. 
One  little  girl  came  up  to  me  and  softly 
said,  "  The  Lord  has  answered  our 
prayers. " 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1933,  we  put  on 
our  first  entertainment  and  on  the  18th 
of  August  we  celebrated  our  first  anni- 
versary. We  closed  our  activities  for 
1933  by  holding  a  picnic  at  Rhodes' 
Memorial  on  the  2nd  of  December. 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  were  in 
attendance. 

President  Dalton  asked  me  to  be 
Assistant  Supervisor  of  the  Primaries  and 
I  consented  for  I  knew  that  the  Lord  had 
called  me  to  work. 

Obedience  brings  forth  the  blessings  of 
heaven. 

By  obeying  the  will  of  God  my  greatest 
desire  at  that  time  was  realized.'  I  was 
baptized  on  the  25th  of  March,    1934. 

After  my  baptism  President  Dalton  set 
me  apart  as  the  Supervisor  of  the  South 
African  Mission  Primaries.  Immediately 
I  started  on  a  canxass  of  the  Mowbray 
Branch,  with  the  result  that  in  April  we 
had  three  primaries  instead  of  one  and  a 
total  enrolment  of  31  members. 

In  May  I  accompanied  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  on  a  trip  to  the  North  in  the 
hopes  of  getting  more  districts  interested. 

The  Primary  Leaders. 

In  Johannesburg,  Sister  Vice  answered 
the  call  and  became  the  Primary  Super- 
visor of  the  Transvaal  District.  Under 
her  direction  the  Ramah  Primary  gave  a 
concert  in  honour  of  President  and  Sister 
Dalton  to  a  packed  house.  Sixty -five 
children  participated  and  showed  the  re- 
sults of  the  labour  which  had  been 
expended  by  the  officers.  Those  who 

have  assisted  in  the  Primaries  cannot  all 
be  named  but  the  names  of  those  who  have 
been  primary  mothers  and  supervisors 
follow:  At  Ramah,  Sister  Edith  Orton, 
Sister  Ninow.  At  Springs,  Brother  Tom 
Jubber  and  Sister  Susy  Johnson.  Olive 
Futter  is  now  the  Primary  Mother.  In 
the    Liahona     Branch,     Sister    Georgina 


Spear  organized  a  primary  with  an 
attendance  of  25  at  the  initial  meeting, 
which  is  the  highest  attendance  reported 
by  any  Primary  in  this  Mission  at  its  first 
meeting.  At  East  London  the  work  has 
been  carried  on  by  Sister  Buckley,  Sister 
Maud  Jubber,  Sister  Queenie  Everton. 
In  Port  Elizabeth  District,  Sister  Ever- 
ton, Sister  Kenelly  and  Elders  Sorenson, 
Lund     and     Dunford.  Sister     Gladys 

Sweeney  is  the  Primary  Mother  over  the 
three  P'rimaries  in  the  Natal  District.  At 
Kimberley,  Sister  Fouche,  and  at  Bloem- 
fontein,  Sister  Spear,  have  carried  on  the 
Primary  work.  At  Parow,  Sister  Bibb 
directs  the  Primary  and  has  been  assisted 
by  Sister  Seeman  and  Mrs.  Kruger. 
Last  November  they  put  on  a  concert  in 
the  Parow  Bioscope  Hall. 

At  "  Cumorah  "  we  have  a  fine 
Primary.  Those  who  have  presided  in 
this  Branch  Primary  are:  Sister  Eva 
Myers,  Clara  Marais,  Sister  Greenburg, 
Sister  Gilberson  and  Sister  Backman. 
Sister  Button  and  Sister  Folland  are  now 
conducting  the  Primray  work  with  Sister 
Gilberson  and  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  o\er 
the  Trailbuilder  Group. 
The  smallest  Primary  sends  in  two  ducks. 

The  smallest  Primary  in  the  Mission  is 
the  Eerste  River  Primary  which  has  onlv 
two  members.  Their  names  are  Beryl 
and   Amy   Geneve    Halse.  Since    1936 

these  little  girls  have  paid  into  the 
Primary   funds  ;^1   8s.    2d.  Once  they 

sent    us    two    ducks.  This    year    they 

obtained  a  new  subscriber  for  the 
Primary  Magazine,  The  Children's 
Friend. 

Latest  achievements  of  the   Primaries. 

The  latest  achievements  of  the  Prima- 
ries was  the  operetta  "Strange  Visitors," 
which  was  produced  by  the  combined 
forces  of  the  "  Busy  Bees  "  and  the 
"  Cumorah  "  Primaries.  Forty  children 
participated  and  a  total  of  £6  18s.  3d.  was 
raised. 

I  could  write  a  A'olume  of  the  many 
kind  things  that  the  children  have  done 
to  show  their  appreciation  and  love  but 
with  a  pra^•er  for  the  welfare  of  this  most 
precious  Primary  Association,  I  commit 
the  rest  in  the  safe-keeping  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  who  is  the  rewarder  of 
every  good  deed. 
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Baptism — Reconciliation      with      Cod. — Con- 
tinued I'nmi  i)ago   171 . 

None  should  be  so  simple  as  to  think 
that  it  is  the  \\;iter  which  washes  away 
the  sins,  an}-  more  than  the  kiss  alone 
makes  lo\e.  judas  used  the  kiss  to  be- 
tray his  Master.  It  is  the  feeling  back 
of  the  kiss  wliicli  gixes  it  \alue.  So  it 
is    with    i)ap(ism.  The   most   important 

part  ol  it  is  tlie  repentant,  humble  spirit 
which  prompts  it.  And  the  forgiveness 
from  God  comes  not  through  the  water, 
but  from  obedience  to  the  Father's  com- 
mandment. But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  only  baptism  which  represents 
the  burial  of  sin  is  that  in  which  the  body 
is     completely     covered.  It     is     called 

baptism   by   immersion. 

In  baptism  God  is  a  party  to  the  act. 
It  is  He  who  is  to  pardon  or  forgive  the 
sinner.  Inasmuch  as  He  cannot  be  pre- 
sent Himself  at  each  baptism  He  has 
found  it  necessary  to  appoint  others  to 
act  for  him.  Each  of  those  appointed 

receives  his  power  from  God.  It  is  given 
by  God  to  man  and  from  one  man  to 
another  by  placing  the  hands  upon  the 
head  and  in  prayer  conferring  the  power. 
This  is  the  pattern  the  Father  in  Heaven 
has  used  since  man  was  placed  upon  the 
earth.  In  want  of  a  better  name  this 

power  to  act  for  God  is  called  the  Priest- 
hood. Without  it  no  man  has  the  right 
to  baptize. 

If  God  permitted  everyone  to  act  for 
Him   without  considering  their   qualifica- 


tions they  would  do  many  things  in  His 
name  of  which  He  did  not  approve.  How 
foolish  it  would  be  of  a  great  ruler  to  give 
to  all  liis  subjects  the  powers  to  perform 
ihe  ollicial  ai'ts  of  government  for  him. 
This  power  is  given  to  but  few  and  their 
authority  is  shown  by  some  act  which  is 
recognized  as  offic^ial  bv  ail. 

Baptism  has  been  in  the  world  since 
the  days  of  Adam.  The  first  man  which 
(Jod  placed  upon  the  earth  was  baptized 
by  burial  in  water.  vSince  that  day  to 
this  it  has  been  the  way  in  which  God  and 
the  sinner  come  to  know  each  other's  re- 
pentance and  love. 

Enoch,  the  seventh  from  Adam, 
preached  and  practised  it  before  the  dav 
of  the   flood.  The  Nephites  had  it  in 

America  before  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 
John,  the  son  of  Zacharias,  baptized  in 
Jordan  and  Jesus  and  His  disciples  bap- 
tized all  who  wished  to  join  the  church 
of  God. 

If  age  gives  proof  of  the  truthfulness 
of  a  belief,  surely  then  baptism  must  be 
true. 

But  there  are  those  who  would  reject 
it  because  it  is  ancient — thinking  it  a  sign 
of  great  learning  to  reject  all  that  is  old. 
Just  as  sensible  could  such  a  man  refuse 
to  shake  hands  with  his  friends  because 
it  was  old  fashioned,  or  to  kiss  his  sweet- 
heart because  that  was  being  done  three 
thousand  years  ago. 


RECENT  ARRIVALS. 

Elders  Robert  Bruce  Douglas  and 
Walter  M.  Lewis  arrived  in  Capetown, 
11th  November,  aboard  the  Ulndsor 
Castle.  Both  are  from  Salt  Lake  City. 
Elder  Lewis  was  attending  the  Brigham 
^'oung  University  studying  banking  and 
financing,  and  Elder  Douglas  was 
employed  by  the  Snelgrove  Ice  Cream 
Company. 


Reflections  on  the  Growth  of  the  Church  in 
Pietermaritzburgi. — ^Continued  from  page 
166. 

After  Two  Years. 

Thus,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1938,  two 
years  of  arduous  missionary  endeavour 
had  been  completed.  Those  who  laboured 
were  able  to  reap.  Sixteen  members  had 
been  added  to  the  Church,  a  meeting 
place  had  been  established  and  regular 
services   were   being   held.  Many  who 

had  not  joined  the  Church  were  keenly 
interested  and  the  Gospel  was  being  taken 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
b<?autiful  city  of  Pietermaritzburg,  and 
many  were  hearing  and  receiving  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


T)o(H'iui)(M-,  ]9;?.s. 
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^District  Highlights 

"  Brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit." — Shakespeare. 


CAPE   DISTRICT. 

October  was  ii'auiier  Month  in  the  Cape 
District.  Four  special  Sunday  Night  Ser- 
\-ices  were  held,  eight  cottages  meetings,  a 
Primary  Concert,  and  numerous  otlier  activi- 
ties made  October  truly  a  BANNER 
MONTH. 

2nd  October.  Brother  Alljert  Evans,  from 
Port  Elizabeth,  arrived  in  Cape  Town  to 
make  his  home. 

5th  October.  President  and  Sister  Eolland 
were  the  guests  of  Madame  Petit,  of  the  Sea 
Point  Musical  Society,  at  a  concert  Jield  in 
the  Sea  Point  Library  Kail. 

19th  October.  A  concert  entitled  "  Strange 
Visitors"  was  presented  at  "Cumorah."  It 
was  directed  b,y  Sister  Johanna  Fourie,  and 
had  forty  children  as  participants.  This  was 
the  climax  of  the  Primary  work  for  the  year, 
and  was  enjoyed  by  a  good  crowd. 

Baseball : 

Cumorah  Baseball  Club  began  a  very 
successful  season  on  22nd  October,  when  they 
beat  Maitland  Wanderers  14  runs  to  6.  On 
29th  October,  they  won  over  Stellenbosch 
University  by  a  score  of  15  runs  to  1. 

Transfers : 

On  the  29th  of  October,  Elder  Paul  Back- 
man  sailed  aboard  the  Duillo  for  Durban, 
where  he  will  become  District  President  of 
the  Natal  District. 

The  Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  ofScially 
opened  on  5t'h  November,  by  Mr.  W.  Brinton, 
Deputy  Mayor  of  Cape  Town.  Public  recog- 
nition was  merited  by  the  fine  work  that  the 
Relief  Society  has  been  doing  during  the  last 
year.  The  Bazaar  was  a  successful  affair, 
and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  large  num- 
ber present. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 

Cottage  meetings  have  been  held  at  Benoni 
with  great  success,  and  as  a  result  several 
people  should  be  baptized  within  the  next 
month  or  two.  Meetings  have  also  com- 
menced at  Pretoria  as  well.  These  are  held 
twice  a  month,  the  first  one  being  held  at 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  October. 

Baptisms: 

8tli  October.  Elizabeth  J.  van  Eden  was 
baptized  by  Harold  E.  Larsen,  and  confirmed 
by  M.  V.  Shurtliff ;  Hendrik  C.  van  Eden  was 
baptized  by  H.  M.  H.  Lund  and  confirmed  by 
H.  E.  Larsen;  Jamima  C.  van  Eden  was 
baptized  by  M.  V.  Shurtliff,  and  confirmed  by 
G.  L.  Stoman. 

16th  October.  Signe  Georgia  Smith  was 
baptized  by  H.  E.  Larsen  and  confirmed  by 
M.  V.  Shurtliff, 


24tli  October.  Johanna  Adam  Botha  Avas 
baptized  by  (J.  L.  Stoman  and  confirmed  by 
N.  G.  Muir ;  Helena  Petronella  Botha  was 
baptized  by  H.  M.  H.  Lund,  and  confirmed 
by  M.   v.   Shurtliff. 

An  M.I. A.  Concert  was  given  on  20t]i 
October,  wliich  consisted  of  short  skits  and 
a  one-act  play.  It  was  very  enjoyable,  and 
]>roved  to  be  another  score  for  the  Mutual 
Associations. 

Louis  Duncan,  of  Pretoria,  was  ordained 
a  Priest  by  G.  L.  Stoman  on  the  2.3rd  of 
October. 

NATAL. 

We  wish  to  welcome  to  Durban  Brother  and 
Sister  H.  C.  van  Eden  from  Johannesburg. 
We  hope  that  their  stay  will  be  pleasant,  and 
that  they  will  join  right  in  Avith  us  in  Church 
activity. 

Visitors  to  Durban  during  the  last  month 
include  Miss  Grace  Millan  and  Mrs.  McLaren. 
We  hope  that  they  had  an  enjoyable  visit 
Avhile  here. 

Brother  Fagen  spent  a  week's  vacation  at 
Shepstone. 

Mrs.  Magic,  we  wish  you  everything  for  the 
best  in  your  sickness,  and  hope' that  you  will 
be  soon  well,  and  with  us  again. 

PORT    ELIZABETH. 

The  Gospel  Doctrine  Class  of  the  Sunday 
School  held  an  enjoyable  seashore  party  on 
the  3rd  of  October  at  Humewod  Beach.  ' 

The  ' '  March  of  Time  ' '  featuring  the 
Mormon  Church  Security  Programme  was 
shoAvn  at  a  local  theatre  recently.  Those 
Avho  have  not  seen  it  should  consult  the  local 
papers  to  learn  the  date  of  its  return  show- 
ing here. 

Elder  Gail  C.  Meier  arrived  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth on  the  lX)th  of  October  aboard  the 
German     liner      Pretoria.  Elder     Meier 

recently  came  from  Salt  Lake  City,  and  has 
been  labouring  in  the  Cape  prior  to  his  arrival 
here.  We  wish  to  extend  our  best  wishes 
to  him  and  wish  him  success  in  his  labours 
here. 

The  Elders  are  finding  ne^v  ways  of  con- 
tacting friends  bv  plaving  baseball  with  the 
Port  Elizabeth  "Red  Socks."  The  Mor- 
mon Missionaries  seek  every  respectable 
means  to  present  their  important  message 
to  the  people  here. 

Mrs.  D.  Dix-Peek  left  30th  October  to  join 
her  husband  in  Rhodesia. 

The  Elders  enjoyetl  a  iiicf  visit  with  Elders 
Backman  and  Crockett  on  the  31st  October. 
They  were  rn  route  from  Cape  Town  to  Dur- 
ban, and  Avere  aboard  the  Dirilio.  Elder 
Backman  is  to  be  District  President  in  Natal, 
and  Elder  Crockett,  Avho  just  arrived  in  South 
Africa,  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Pietermaritzburg . 
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•With  The  Missionaries- 


District    PresicU'iit,     "  C'limomh,"     Main     Road,     Mowbray. 

.1.    Keith   Hansen, 


CAPE    DISTRICT: 

Eldor    Dean    A.    Ellsvvortli, 

Phone   (>— ;aS4. 
Kldens   Harold    Dean    Jensen,    Wm.    1).   Wisfond),    Kin<i   Sniitli    Fdall, 

Ro))ert    Bruce    l)on<i;las,    Walter   M.    Ijevvis. 
Mowbray    Branch:    "  Cumorah,"   Main  Road,   Mowbray. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.;  Tuesday,  Mutual,  7.45  p.m.;  Wednesday, 

Primary,  4.0  p.m.  ;  Thursday,  Priesthood  and   Relief  Society,   7.45  p.m.  ;   Genealogical 

Class  each  2nd  Sunday,   8.15  p.m. 
Woodstock   Branch:   Sunday  School,   10.30  a.m.,  "  Deseret,"  Rhodes  Avenue;  Thursday, 

Primary,   4.0  p.m.    "  Ivy  Lodge,"    Upper  Chester  Road. 
Parow  Branch:  Sunday  Evening  Service,  7.30  p.m. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT: 

Gene   L.    Stoman,    District   President,    395,  Commissioner    Street,    Fairview,    Johannes- 
burg.      Phone  24—3669. 

Elders  Harold  M.  H.  Lund,  Harold  E.  Larsen,  Max  V.   Shurtliff. 

Ramah    Branch:   395,   Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30p.m.;  Tuesday,  Mutual,  8.0  p.m.;  Wednesday, 
Primary,    3.0  p.m.  ;   Thursday,    Priesthood  and  Relief  Society,  8.0  p.m. 

Liahona   Branch:   Sunday,   10.30  a.m.,   L'O,  Petunia  Street,  Rosettenville. 

SUNDAY    EVENING    SERVICE:    7.30    p.m..  Masonic  Hall,  Main  Road,  Kenilworth. 

Springs   Branch:   "Castle  Mansions,"  Third  Street. 

SUNDAY  SERVICES  :  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch:  153,  Kemp  Avenue,  Waterval  Estate. 

SUNDAY  SERVICES:  10.30  a.m.  and  6.0  p.m. 

Pretoria    Branch:    Povnton's   Building,    173b,  Church  Street,   East. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  SERVICE:  7.30  p.m. 
NATAL   DISTRICT: 

Elder  W.  Lee  Freeman,  District  President. 

Elders   Victor   Jay   Allen,   Paul    D.   Backma 

Durban  Branch : 'Perla  Siedle  Studio.  Buchanan 

SERVICES:    Sunday,    10.30   a.m.    and    7.0  p.m. 
Society,  7.30  p.m. 

Pietermiaritzburs;  Branch:  Good  Templars'  Hall. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  SERVICES:  7.0  p.m. 
PORT    ELIZABETH    DISTRICT: 

Elder  Burns  Love  Dunford,  District  President. 

Elder  Gail  C.  Meier. 

SERVICES :  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street.  Port  Elizabeth  :  Sunday.  10.30 

p.m.;  Primary.   Wednesday,  3.0  p.m..  Priesthood    and    Relief    Society:    Thursday, 
p.m.;  Weekly  Cottage  Meeting,  Tuesday,  8.0  p.m.,  100,  Mackay  Street. 

Elder  Grant  B.  Hodgson,  Mission  Secretary. 


Robert  S.   Kirkliam.   Ouinten  E.   Crockett. 


Building,   West  and  Rusisel 
Wednesday,     Priesthood 

Longmarket  Street. 


Streets, 
and     Relief 


and 


7.0 
8.0 


Gardener's  Garage 

Experts  iyi — 

Wrecking  Service 
Cylinder  Reboring 

High  Pressure  Greasing 
Spray  Painting 

Prompt  Service 

Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 

PHONE     6-3949 


RENEW!     RENEW! 


Many  subscriptions  to  the  Messenger 
expired  last  month  and  many  more  will 
expire     this     month.  You     need     the 

Messenger  and  we  need  your  support. 
We  will  be  glad  to  accept  a  postal  order 
for  the  three  shilling's. 


FOR   CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS. 

Nothing  could  be  a  finer  present  than  a 
12  months'  subscription  to  the  Messenger. 
Your  friends  would  be  reminded  once 
each  month  of  your  love  for  them.  Send 
the  Mes.':e]iger  to  them  now.  Let  us  help 
vou  to  please  your  friends  at  Christmas 
time  and  throughout  the  year. 


^  e.A.  Electric  Printing  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd.,  28/30.  Preatwich  Street.  Capetown. 


